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Listing of All Claims Including Current Amendments 

1 . (Currently amended) A n endoscopic medical instrument, i n part i cu l ar on ondo 
scop i c i nstrum e nt, w i th comprisinq: 

an instrument shaft-; 

a tool positioned on the-a_distal end of the instrument shaft , and; 

a handle ; and 

a coupling element securing the handle on the instrument shaft , wh i ch can b e 

s e cur e d for storag e on th e i nstrum e nt shaft by m e ans of a coup li ng ele m e nt i n an ax i a l 
extens i on of the i nstrument shaft, where i n the hand l e can bo secured on the i nstrument 
shaft so that ft -the handle can be moved by at least three degrees of freedom with re- 
spect to the instrument shaft. 

2. (Previously Presented) A medical instrument as in claim 1, wherein the coupling 
element is configured as a component that at least partially surrounds the instrument 
shaft and can be clamped together with the instrument shaft. 

3. (Currently amended) A medical instrument as in claim 1 , wherein the-a_distal end 
of the handle is configured as a tensioning device to receive the coupling element. 

4. (Previously Presented) A medical instrument as in claim 3, wherein a pressure 
force can be exerted on the coupling element by the tensioning device in such a way 
that the coupling element at least partially surrounds the instrument shaft while clamp- 
ing said instrument shaft. 

5. (Previously Presented) A medical instrument as in claim 4, wherein the coupling 
element is configured as an essentially spherical component equipped with a penetra- 
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tion bore hole for the instrument shaft and the tensioning device of the handle is config- 
ured as a bearing for rotatable storage of the coupling element. 

6. (Previously Presented) A medical instrument as in claim 5, wherein the coupling 
element configured as a spherical component has, at least one side, an aperture run- 
ning from the outer perimeter to the penetration bore hole and configured in the axial 
direction of the instrument shaft. 

7. (Previously Presented) A medical instrument as in claim 5, wherein the spherical 
coupling element consists of at least two spherical segments divided in the axial direc- 
tion of the instrument shaft. 

8. (Currently Amended) A medical instrument as in claim 7, wherein the coupling 
element consists of a compressible material , e sp e cia ll y including a rubber or plastic ma- 
terial. 

9. (Currently Amended) A medical instrument as in claim 7, wherein the coupling 
element consists of a non-compressible material , i n part i cu l ar including a hard synthetic 
or metallic material. 

10. (Previously Presented) A medical instrument as claim 9, wherein the handle has 
two handgrips on the proximal side, so that at least one handgrip is positioned so that it 
can pivot around a swivel axis with respect to the other handgrip. 

11. (Previously Presented) A medical instrument as in claim 10, wherein the handle 
can be stopped in a closed position, in which the coupling element is clamped together 
with the instrument shaft. 
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12. (Previously Presented) A medical instrument as in claim 11, wherein a stopping 
device is positioned on the handle to stop the handle in the closed position. 

13. (Previously Presented) A medical instrument as in claim 12, wherein the stopping 
device is configured as a screw thread in the area of the tensioning device. 

14. (Currently Amended) A medical instrument as in claim 12, wherein the stopping 
device is conf i gur e d as an eccentric leek -stopping device mounted in the area of the 
tensioning device. 

15. (Currently Amended) A medical instrument as in claim 445, wherein th e rotatab le 
storage rotation of the coupling element can be restricted in the tensioning device by 
means of a lock pin. 

16. (Currently Amended) A medical instrument as in claim 15, w i th a too l pos i t i on e d 
on th e d i sta l e nd of th e i nstrum e nt shaft, which too l can b e act i vat e d by th e hand le , 
wherein the tool can be activated by the-a_handgrip of the handle , so that and the han- 
dle and the tool are connected to one another by at least one power transmission de- 
vice. 

17. (Previously Presented) A medical instrument as in claim 16, wherein the at least 
one power transmission device is configured as a flexible power transmission element, 
in particular as a Bowden cable. 

18. (Previously Presented) A medical instrument as in claim 16, wherein the at least 
one power transmission device is hydraulically powered. 



19-22. (Cancelled) 



